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FLORIDA SCHOOL SHOOTING 


‘A HORRIBLE DAY’ 


Police: Ex-student had 
semiautomatic assault rifle 


Gunman kills at least 17 at 
Parkland, Fla., high school 


By Terry Spencer 
and Kelli Kennedy 
Associated Press 


PARKLAND, FLA. — A former stu- 
dent opened fire at a Florida high 
school Wednesday, killing at least 
17 people and sending scores of 
students fleeing into the streets 
in the nation’s deadliest school 
shooting since a gunman attacked 
an elementary school in New- 
town, Connecticut. 

Frantic parents rushed to Mar- 
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School to find SWAT team mem- 
bers and ambulances surrounding 
the campus as classes prepared 
to dismiss for the day. Live foot- 
age showed emergency workers 
who appeared to be treating the 
wounded on sidewalks. 

“It is a horrific situation,” said 
Robert Runcie, superintendent of 
the school district in Parkland, 
about an hour’s drive north of 
Miami. “It is a horrible day for us.” 

The 19-year-old suspect was 
taken into custody without a fight 
about an hour after he left the 
scene, authorities said. 

Broward County Sheriff Scott 
Israel said the suspect, identified 
as Nikolas Cruz, was previously 
expelled for disciplinary reasons. 
Cruz had at least one rifle and 
multiple magazines. 

“It’s catastrophic. There really 
are no words,” Israel said on 
Twitter. 

Most of the fatalities were inside 
the building, though some vic- 
tims were found fatally shot out- 
side, the sheriff said. 

Inacul-de-sac near the school, 
Michael Nembhard was sitting 
in his garage when he sawa 
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AT THE GOLD DOME 


Suspect, 19, caught nearby 
an hour after fleeing scene 


Deal’s windfall cut plan 
receives cool reception 


House tax writers make 
it clear that they want 
windfall sliced further. 


By James Salzer 
jsalzer@ajc.com 


Gov. Nathan Deal’s plan to 
reduce the revenue windfall the 
state will receive from federal 
tax changes approved by Con- 
gress in December is getting a 
frosty reception in the General 
Assembly. 

The measure, House Bill 918, 
aims to slice into the estimated 
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$4.7 billion income tax windfall 
over the next five years that Geor- 
gia would receive if lawmakers 
don’t make changes to the state 
code. It would cut the estimated 
windfall to $1.15 billion over the 
five years. 

Deal officials say a cushion is 
needed because the state really 
isn’t sure about the federal law’s 
effect: The windfall from higher 
taxes could be much less or much 
more. 

Georgia — and many other 
states — would receive a wind- 
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AJC INVESTIGATION DIET DRUG 


Ga. weight-loss doctor 
facing DEA scrutiny 


Jan McBarron retiring 
after AJC story reveals 
prescription violations. 


By Danny Robbins 
danny.robbins@ajc.com 


A high-profile Georgia weight- 
loss doctor is closing her practice 
and facing scrutiny from federal 
authorities following an Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution investigation 
of the sale of a prescription diet 
drug over the internet. 

Aspokesman for the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration in 


Atlanta said the agency is look- 
ing closely at Dr. Jan McBarron 
as a result of the newspaper’s 
December story that found she 
prescribed phentermine for peo- 
ple she never examined. 
Phentermine, an amphetamine- 
like appetite suppressant, is a 
Schedule IV controlled substance. 
Under federal law, it can’t be 
prescribed without a thorough 
physical examination. In recent 
years, several physicians have been 
convicted and sentenced to prison 
for prescribing the drug improperly. 
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WHAT WE KNOW 

E The attack: At least 17 people 
were killed in a shooting on 
Wednesday at a high school in 
Parkland, Fla., officials said. 

E The victims: The dead 
included adults and students. 
Twelve were found dead in the 
school, two more were found 
outside the school and one was 
found on anearby street. Two 
others died while being treated. 
E The suspect: He was caught 
nearby about an hour later. 
Officials identified him as Nikolas 
Cruz, 19, a former student who 
had been expelled. He was 
carrying a semiautomatic AR-15 
assault rifle, officials said, and 
“countless magazines.” 
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Visit our website today 

for continuing coverage of 
Wednesday’s deadly school 
shooting in south Florida. 
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Newbornsonofslain 
officer escortedhome 


Law enforcement, community 
show support for Locust Grove 
officer’s family. 
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See our fresh selection of NEW 
hardwood and wood-look floors 


in the latest trends, including 
EXCLUSIVE STYLES, all at 


FLOORING : : Wood-Look 
KICK-OFF Laminate Flooring <<" Waterproof 
55+ 60+ 
varieties varieties 
from sq ft from sq ft 
Prefinished Prefinished 
Bamboo Flooring Hardwood Flooring 
55+ 220+ 
varieties varieties 
from ante from sqft 


While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details. 


unbeatable prices! 


